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44 4 « October, 

Having given you this Copy of the. Declaration of the Synod ,o Glaſgaw, 
which I believe to be the fuſſeſt to the purpoſe vou will allow, me under 


5 4 Correction, oemake the following Remarks upon Ito... 1. In this Declara- 


tion they favs that the Oath hat h po. Reterence to any. of the. ualifications 
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at. ſame length ) is that it hath a Reference to the Qualifications expreſs- 


ed in the Acte to Which the Oath. refers. And I leave it to your own 
Judgement, whether this be not a, Contradiftion. 2. They declare, That 
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Law, Eitablied, they 


taking this Oat h to maintain the Succeſſion. as. by | 4 
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bing centrarie to Presbyterian Church Government, Worſhip and Diſcipline; 


The. .Commiſtion in the forecited - Keproſentation. and Petition, ſpeaking, of 
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_ Qualifications to be comprehended in the, Abjuration. Oath, elle, it;had been 
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Hence it a e the, Commiſſiön, and eonlequentiy the Aken 
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duct in that Affair, were of the mind that the Abjur ation did centain 


 fome Obligation: net ſujcables 19. Predyrerian Principles. . And, is.ngt then 


dhis; new Declaration a downright Contradition., to:the Words of the Oath 


and the Churches: own. ſepſe thereof?-- z. Im this Declaration they .profeſs 


That there 1s no Obligation. from any thing in the Oath to approve- of, or ſup. 
Port: the Hierarghy. and oor from of the hure h .of Faglands.. oY 1 the 22. 
poſers. have a far. other, ſenſe: of it, for the. cm en, as was / aid, declare t bat 

the Atts whereby, the Security. thereof is effectualy prov; 
as appears from the Kean by them adduced for ede fe Ammend- 


ment made by the Lords. And J would gladly. fee bow.any: Man will re; 
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the vrue Prete f a Reli, reiht erian - AF Government, Worſhip att / | 
Diſciplins. And | defire;to be informed by you, whether this Phraſe does A 
not imply, that the Oath; bas a Senſe which is ſome ways contrary f or inconfiflent » 
with the trxve Proteit ant Religion, & c.? Lo me it ſeems to import no lest, „r 
o 3.t0 be Reſtridtive and: Exctutive, now if they © | 
thqug ht that th Words 0 the-Qath bear no-Senſe contrary to, or inconſiſtent | 
with the true Protelhant Religion and! Presbyterian Church Government, 4 | 
Reſtriction and Limitation Reſtraining-it-only toa Senſe that is no way con- 
trary to the trug Proteſtant Religion and Presbyterian Church Government; 

* were holy Superfluous,Childiſh and Ridiculous, and if they du indeed allow 
that there is any luch Senſe. in the Oath, 45:45 inc onſiſt ent with 'Prevbyterinn 
Prinei ples, I defire to know how they will free themſelves from. Perjury and 
Caatradifion.in the taking of it ? From Perjury, in taking an Oath which is 
in any Seuſe whatfoever Inconſiſtent with their known Principles and Cove- 
nants ? And from Contradiction, in taking itinithe common Seuſ of the er- 
pe Wordsof the Oath, and vet declaring that they take it only in ſuebd 
a Senſe as the Aft of Security Warrands them to take it in? Had they told as 
that the Word of GOD Warrands them totake it in any Senſe, which the 
Words can be ſaid to bear, and which they know to be the mind of the Impo- 
ſers, and that the plain and common Senſe of the Words without any Explica - 
tions dr Limitations of private Interpretation is agreeable with the Scope and 
deſigu of our Covenants, and made the ſame appear from fold and convincing * 
Ryaions,they had ſaid ſomething for. themſelves, but how the A of Security 
cad Waxrang them to underſtand an Oath in any Senſe they pleaſe to put 
upon it, and.to twine it about with private Glofles, to look as it had eme 
tant ii eny wit Preibyteri a Principles, I muft ingenuoufly own I cannot ap- 
hends, L.think itdelerves a particular Notice, and wants very much tobe 
ined how the Union Act of Security can Warrand them totake the Oath + 
only in ſuch a Senſe, 45 id not any way Inconfiftent with the true Proteftant Re- 
ligion, Presbſt er ian church Government, Nonſbip and Diſcipline. The Act o 
Sycurity as | take it, daes indeed Warrand all the Scetſh dubjects to reiuſe any 
Oath contrary to, or inconſiſtent with the ꝓreſent Presbyterian Eſtabliſnment, 
aud forever frees them from. heing lyable ta any ſuch Oath, Te#t, or Subſcription + 
mithin Scotland: But how that or any other Act of Parliament can. Warrand 
any, Man to take an Oath, which, in the common Senſe and Underſtanding 
ofth Words, is contraty to the laid Presbyterian Eſtabliſnment, only in ſuck 
2e Senle, as 45 nut contrary thereto, I wiſh ſome diu would ua - 
folds for indeed ii a &idd/e. Might net a Man by the ſame kind of Reaſons, 
ing have talen the Oath of Supremacy, the Declaration, the Teft; and all the 
Qzths impoſed by the late Iyrrants,and when he had done, told the World 
tba the Act Ellabliſhing the Reformation, and the ſolemn League and Co- 
venant did Warrand him to take them only in a Senſe that was not «contrary. 
tos or incanfiſtent With the ſaid Reformation and Covenant? And yet hope 
vo AO Wich me that ſuch a Man would have impoſed a Miſerable cheat, 
upon his on Conſcience. let it be ſuppuſed that the Government ſhould im- 
poſvad Oath. upon the'Sabjetts S e obligiogtbpia to Acknowlede ſup 
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pottandwfntaia the Queen's Supremacy; and heatihip ever the: Churrt - 
{which not a few-conceive tobe implicitly 


couched in tHis preſen N nt mo 
of Her" Dygaity,which you Swear to ſupport) might not they derlare according 
to this way of Reaſoning;, that the "AF of Sec) Aur b Tate rb 


Ml Oavh of Supremacy, only.in a:Sekſethai it Hor cf ob y i Phecbyterian, Churob 
| | Government, and thereupon {wallow down the FA Mörtel? And yet lam 
ſure, think you as you pleaſe, they would only mock + GOD, chert them- 
ſelves and gull others, © hall treely grant, rhat'rhe AF of Security. frees rhe - 
Subjetts, of Scotland from being lyable to any Om mnconfiftent with Proviyretion + 
thi Principles, but are you ſure that the-impoſing of the Abjaration, is no breath- ' 
upen that AC? Has there been nohe made upbnit ſince the commencement of 
the Union ? Were not the paſſing of the Eyiſcopal Bill, the ReForing. of Fu- 
1 rronages, Which the Synod of Glaſgomw and Air calls an Ener vat ing of the E a- 
 bliſhed Difeipline, and an memaking of the whole Conftirittion, pretty large 
gapes in'thatHedge?And when a large and almoſ boumditſi Toltratiov of amm 
All Errours and Bluſpbemieias the Commiſſion Phraſes it; made an intead into 
this Kiagdom, notwithſtanding this Act of Security, might not an Oath con- 
traty to the Presbyterian' Eſtabliſhment, find Room to tome hand in hand 
alongſt with it. The Act of Security does indeed Warrand the Fubjects of 


Scat land to require, and expect that the Government ſhould impoſe no Oaths 


uon them ĩaconfiſte nt with the Eſtabliſhed Presbyterian Government; Wor- 


ſhip and Diſcipline, and to reject chem when impoſed; but if the Gverament 
does impoſe an Oꝛith contrary to theſe, and auy out of Cowardice and fear-+ 
er to avoid the ſevere Penalties, do comply with it; does the Act of Security 
 Wartand thæm to put their own private ploſs upoh it, conttary to the mind 
and Sen ſeoſ the Impoſers ? neeck not teft n own Reading in! 
forms you better then I can do, that all Pratetam and ma "Popifþ Di vines 
and. Caſ nit do agree, that u Ozths wiift be tar in the Senſe A meaning of 
The im led be en Lt, ConveFuta; elſe there copld be d f6- 
cecritz obtained N and the holy Name f G ſhould be faken in- ain 
1 and the natural Bands af Hamarie Society Iooſed and entetvated; zud therefore. 
IN as. Reaſon and Religion do ttquite; thit the Terms whettih an Oath is cb 
f/! ceived, ſhould be plain and aſny Intellipible; that the Sweartr/be not Em- 
160 barafied with dark and dubious Words bon iſtienee requires chat they ſhoyld- 
qi! be taken as theSwearer knows them to be meant by the lmpoſers; and if they 
id} be.doubtful, the-Irapoſers vaght to Explain them kow Aud What length ey h 
1 bind, is we nnd Abrabph did to his Servant. Ben. 24. 8. And if they reſuſe 
then tha Iwearing is to be foreborn. Nd therefore to put a pt tate seule up- 
en Pahlick Oaths, whether it n in'this-Declacatron of the - 
end of Glaſgow, or only by Word bf Mouth,” as by the Minifters of the 
GN 1 72 — 2 e of che Ozth; nor eee 5 
mo any publick Records of Parliament ofCountitiot declared 4 an 
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ner of the Kingdom, and it would been 
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narrowly, beſides the pitiful Way delivering them, 
fign of them ſay, to any indifistentrSpettator, that that Prophefie, Wijdam- 
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Renenrabie Wal, Maulzad of Grantion;: James Otiphent of Lington: Mr. Ji. Smiib, and others., 
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1708 claitning che ter oßtke Goſpel. Rut they WÜ⁰G ' : 


de us-thatthig Senſe is gg grivat ; glaſs ol their oοn, Þu 


Igor of the Aldrels4 know and ſtiſl thoughtit Was tοο⁰ο H me ghd de- 
ſeftive a Repreſen ation of the juſt; ſeruples'of Pregbytexians, againſt an Oath: > 
eg lor the fecurity of the Engle Hierarchy and Ceremonies, i tho Liſhell-* 
not L butt was the beſt that anight be preferred, but as for the: Recepti- 1; 


ref» Fm {ip arch. Hee 0 a D 
he de AK „ Fut Majetty,: and G rac inufly rec ti vd by Fer. 


on it Met with.at Courtꝭ I want to beinformedabout it by y, WI in - 
tell fairs of that Nature muſt be greater then ming. If My inſor- 


igence in A 
mation be good, there was nat one Ward expreſt by te Gasen importing 
that the Oath did not bear any Reduplicative.. retetrence . NI 


the Succeilion, or any thing that could give the leaſt eaſe: to Presbyterian 


Subjects; anent the things ſcrupled at; nor ban I ſee: how it could be sr | 
pebted ſhe could return any particular and poſlitive A pfwer:; to, the Charch 
thereanent, leeing they tell Her only an of indefinite /in hing that many 


lerupled at, dut do not ſpecifit what ii was. And: ſeeing it is O that the Quern 


did. not teſtiße her Acceptance of the Churches Senſe, to tell the World 


that their Adareſs was Graciouſſy received is only a handſome General to de- 
ceiye the unconſideting ſort, dla: latet in Genet ali 


25 | I am periwaded had” 
the Queen profeffed her Approbation of the Commiſſions Explication, the very 
Words ſhe had expteſt her ſel fin, had been long exe this time throw every C or- 

more worth the while, to hade told ux 
Speeches and Declarations, which being 


Hundred ſuch Home made 


t :d ſy 
only made before the Jultices of the Peace, who had no Autharity to put 
ay gew Senſe upon the Oath, or to acce 


aq . any Explanatiqn- or «Limitation. 
upon itz being only the Ezecutioners of the Law, could avail nothing ig Law - 
ot: Rea ſon, tho the Juſtices, had admitted them iato their Minuts; Which! 


am informed they did not, but upon the contrary.cauſed enter a Proteſt into 
the Minutes declaring: that there were no 


Qualifications or Explications upon 
the Oath allowed or admitted . And if o, I think theſe | Explications can 
ſorve no more to V indicate che Swoarers either in the fight of GOD or Man 


than had they Read them only at Home in taeit o,] Conſiſtories or in their 5 : 


Bed Chambers to their Wivesand Children . 
IV. But aſter all, to conſider theſe Decla rations and 


an * er 
Speeches a little mere 
anot the very De 


halt peri. from the Wiſe, and Counſel it 


om#pe;Prudents\s eminently fulfilled, 


in the Conduct of theſe Miniſters bo {war the Oath; with ſuch ica 2 i 2 


Ii cannot in Reaſon be thought, hut, that they had more of the -Caſuit, than - 
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to beof Opinion, That a private Speech, or Paper could alter the'Senſe 

ici Out: And I cannot allow my felf, to believe à thipg fo U 14 as © 
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| (cared their-Conſciences, and hardened their Faces, that like the Whore, chey 
| ſooner ;#0 retrive your Credit with the People of your Paryjhes ,, wh 
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that Miniſters, Who are daily converſant - with Divinity, ſhould ſeribufly 1. 


magine, That an Act of Paul iament can gualiſie an unlawful Oath, jo at wo | 
render it lawful, or that an Oath taken by a Man in the common Senſe of the ©. 
 expreſs\Words, can be any. way helped, or bettered dy an Explicition ; nor 
can it be ſuppoled, - that any of the Swearers, providing they intended to 
ſwear with Judgment, eould be ignorant; either oſ the plain arid common im- 


of the Words, or yet of the Mind and Defign of the Lawpivers: And 


therefore When they offered an Explication upon the Garth, which they either 


did ſee, or at leaſt might eaſily have ſeen tes be-contrary; both to the Common * 
Under#aiiding of the Words Etery ſelves, to the Nind of the Legiſtators, io 
the Senſe, which the Parliament of Scotland had of them, and alſo to the 

Senſe wherein the Church had, but ſome two or three Years ago, declared 


ſhe underſtood them; and yet to ſwear and lubſcribe-theſe very Words wick 


this expreſs Declaration, that they ſware and promiſed all theſe things accor- 
diog to the expreſs Words ſpoken, and according to the plain and common 
VUuderſtandlag of the ſame Words, without any Equivocation, or Reſerva- 
tion whatſoever, is to me the moſt direct Swearing of 'Contradiftion in the 
World. And is not ſuch a ſwearing of Contradictions, a moſt unworthy” 
Fugle and Feſuitical Sporting with Conſcience, not fo much as once named a- 
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lar, as knowing that with thew, eſpecially, that, which. 1 en of Eve, in aut 
"of Heat, nd what they fee not is Joon forgotten 11 *; Sean: arrivants of- 
nim demiſſn per Aurem, quam gue ſunt cali e e 2 3 
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hope to mend it. 5 | SOT PIG 
VI. Whether you can joyn in Presbyteries, Syneds and Aſſemblies with 

* thoſe Minjfters*who refufed to take the Oath, and who, becauſe they dare 

not be fo void of Con ſcience and;Integrit as to abjure the presbyteria n Prin- 


© ejplez in dhe Face of the Sun, haye therefore, chuſed rather to ſuffer, than 10 


give this Teſt of their Loyalty to the Government together with you? And 
© whether your ſoyning with them in ſuch-Eeclefjack Courts may not come to 
© be accounted ſume of thoſe Trairtroms Conſpiracies, Which you ate bound by 
r „ Nis 
VII. Upmn Suppofton, that you ſhould conſent to fit with them in ſuch Judi - 
catories , Whether they have not all the Res ſon in the World, to refuſe to: ſit 
and joyn with vou, and the reit-of the Abjnring Gang? Seing they are con - 
- vinced in their Conſciejiees , that the Oath does really contain an Obliga- 
tion, That is inconfiiFent with our Known Principles and Covenants, and upon 
© that very Reaſon Rave refuſed it, as being aſfufed that Suffering is more eli - 


gible than Sinning: And that therefore theſe who [Ware it, let them ſay what 


they pleaſe to the contrary, have really and in Fatt abſured theſe Principles 
and Covenants ,'\and ſo ate under formal Perjury, at leaſt id the Con vickion 
© of the Nen jurant i; and if ſo, muſt be owned” to be noways fir to beat Office 
- in the Houſe of GOD, And if you object the Act of the Aſſembly, enjoyn 
ing Amity and mutual Concord between thefe Miniſters who had Light e 
- « rough to"take it (1 conceive. they ſhould have laid Darkneſs enough.) and 
thoſe who wanted Clearnelsfor taking it; 1 ſhall only put you in Mind, that 
Ftlis but of Daman Borat and bindsno further than it is conſiſtent with 
the Holy Scriptures,” And | believe, ſome who went intofr, did not take it 
under that Notion, as to oblige ce Si qthers 10 joyn in all. Duties and 
Intereſis, with the- Takers of this Oath. Tho' Failings of humane Infirmity 
and daily Iacurſion muſt not interrupt the Union of the People of GOD, 


vet! believe, none will affirin, That an Abjuring of Covxnapted Principles, 


is to be reckoned of that Namber. aten 

VIII. And upon the ſame: Ground,  whither the Chriſtian People, who - 
were formerly under thepaſtoral Juriſdiction, and Infpection of thoſe Miniſters, 
who have no taken the Oath, be not obliged from a Conſcence of Duty, and 


a Love, I hope, many of them bear to the Covenanted Reformation of Keligi- 


on, to diſown them for their Guides; and father to go20 Mites (if need fore- 

_quire.) to hear ſuch Miniſters as have honeſtly reſuſed to Abjfire their Coo/e- - 
' wanted Principles, and walk conſonant thereuftto', by not joyning with the 

. unlawful Courlcs that others take, than to ſudject to, and acknowledge the - 

_ Swearers, as the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ? And whether ſuch Miniſters, Or 

© People, as are convinced of the evil vf this Oath,avd yer joyn in Acts of Jurif- © 


diction, or Worſhip with the Swearers, are not Socij crimiuis, Pattakers of 1 
the ſame Guilt, with thoſe that have taken it? For my part T ſee not, buy-+.-./ 
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